
Decision Making 
 
      Making some decisions can be tough! For instance, if you are a football fan, you will remember 
the 2003 playoff game between the Patriots and the Raiders and the endless discussions over 
whether the ball was fumbled or an incomplete pass. The outcome of the game could have gone 
either way depending on the decision the referee made that day. I am sure that referee has thought 
many times about his decision and the games final outcome. Certainly, Raiders fans have struggled 
with it. 
     We never know how some decisions will impact our lives. Yet, the necessity to make decisions 
face us everyday no matter how difficult the potential outcome. Developing some criteria to help 
make decisions will be a tremendous help to us and give us a sense of direction when faced with 
difficult choices. I offer the following checklist as a means of guidance in making decisions. These 
are not exhaustive. Perhaps there are others that could be added to this list. However, I hope they 
will help in the process of decision-making. 

1. Be sure you have all the facts. This will make it easier to decide a course of action. 
2. Consider the consequences with the facts in hand. The temptation is to see only what we 

want to see. We must be realistic. 
3. Make plans. It is never wrong to plan but it may be foolish not too. 
4. When in doubt, seek counsel. Seek it from several sources and compare counsel with counsel 

until you gain more clarity. 
5. Shun easy answers. There are no easy answers to complex issues. 

      Know that God is in the midst of our decisions. I think it is always important to pray as we go 
through this process. I encourage you to pray and ask God for the wisdom you need to make the 
decisions that face you. And always remember that God doesn’t always bring answers quickly. The 
process is as important as the final product. A wise person once said, “God is a gardener. He grows 
trees. He does not sell canned fruit.” Blessings to you! 
   


